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on the icy and stormy nights, keep vigil over the sleeping
encampments, scale under fire the highest peaks, and fight
and die without obtaining a just reward for their voluntary
sacrifice and heroism.
"In the recent operations the painful casualties speak with
greater eloquence than what can be said in these lines,
There died captains and lieutenants of the glorious Regulars,
enthusiastic officers who had served several years on cam-
paign with these troops, carried on by their great military
enthusiasm and the hope of some day achieving a just
reward for their sacrifice.
"This reward is the point about which articles and pro-
jects revolve. And some speak of a body of colonial officers,
as though the future of our protectorate were the main-
tenance of a large army here, and also believing that the
officer who works with enthusiasm and specializes in the
problems of this war would be willing to renounce for ever
his place in the Peninsular Army.
"The African campaign is the best practical school, if not
the only one, for our army. In it are weighed definite values
and merits, and the officers of high attainment in Africa
will some day be the body and soul of the Peninsular Army.
But in order not to destroy that enthusiasm, and not to kill
that spirit, which we should value as a precious jewel, it is
necessary and indispensable to grant a just reward for merit
in war. Otherwise that stimulus would be lost which guards
over those ambitions which otherwise would be smothered
to death by the weight of a military register in the idle life
at the garrisons.
"As for our activities in Africa no one can deny that to
permit those ideas would be a death blow to the spirit of our
shock troops, which if formerly they had numerous aspirants
to figure in their number, now are unable to replace their
bloody casualties, for the destiny of the infantryman is only